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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

1. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because claims are directed to a 

recording medium. 

When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, it is not statutory since no requisite functionality is present to satisfy the 
practical application requirement. Merely claiming nonfunctional descriptive material 
stored in a computer-readable medium does not make it statutory. See MPEP 
2106.IV.B.1 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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U.S.C. 102(e) as, being anticipated by U.S. 



3. Referring to claim 1 , a recording apparatus comprising: 

• A plurality of recording drives recording information containing video data 
(Fig. 2, Col. 4 line 25-44) 

• A determining section determining after recording is programmed and 
during activation of a task of executing the programmed recording, 
whether or not that one of the recording drives, on which the programmed 
recording is executed, is being accessed by another task (Col. 2 line e49- 
51) 

• An interrupting process section interrupting another task and enabling the 
task of executing the programmed recording to execute the programmed 
recording on one of the recording drives, if the determining section 
determines that one of the recording drives is being accessed by another 
task (Col. 6 line 30-40). Temporary storage device records programmed 
recording and storage device records viewer identified program which is 
copied from temporary storage device. Storage device is not parallel with 
recording from broadcasting media to the temporary storage device. 
Therefore, coping recording is interrupted with programmed recording) 

• An executing section executing the programmed recording using one of 
the recordings drives (Col. 4 line 20-28). 
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4. Referring to claim 2, the recording apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a judging section judging, if the determining section determines that one of 
the recording drives is being accessed by another task, whether or not realtime 
recording can be executed by simultaneous access, to one of the recording drives, of 
the task of executing the programmed recording and another task, wherein if the 
realtime recording is impossible, the interrupting process section interrupts another task 
(Col.2 line 11-14, 24-34, Col. 5 line 4-7). 

5. Considering claim 3, the recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
interrupting process section includes a section which suspends another task currently 
using one of the recording drives, and apparatus further comprising a section which 
restarts another task after finishing the programmed recording (Col. 6 line 30-40). 

6. Referring to claim 4, the recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
interrupting process section includes a section which forcibly finishes another task 
currently using one of the recording drives (Col. 6 line 30-40). 

7. Method claims 5-8 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in the 
corresponding apparatus claims 1-4 respectively above. 

8. Medium claim 9 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the 
corresponding apparatus claim 1 above. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nigar Chowdhury whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8890. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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